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AN ACT 
TO INCORPORATE MEDICAL SOCIETIES, 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING 

THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC AND SURGERY IN THIS STATE, 
INCLUDING AMENDMENTS TO JAN. 1828. 



Whereas well regulated Medical Societies have been 
found to contribute to the diffusion of true science, and par- 
ticularly the knowledge of the healing art : Therefore, 

1. Be it enacted hj the people of the Staty of Ncic-YorJc, 
represented in Senate and Assembly, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the physicians and surgeons in the several counties 
of this state, now authorized by law to practise in their several 
professions, except in those counties wherein medical societies 
have been already incorporated, to meet together on the first 
Tuesday of July next, at the place where the last term of the 
court of common pleas next previous to such meeting was held 
in their respective counties ; and the several physicians and 
surgeons so convened as aforesaid, or any part of them, being 
not less than five in number, shall proceed to the choice of a 
president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer, who shall 
hold their offices for one year, and until others shall be chosen 
in their places ; and whenever the said societies shall be so 
organized as aforesaid, they are hereby declared to be bodies 
corporate and politic, in fact and in name, by the names of the 
Medical Society of the county where such societies shall re- 



v be formed : ami by that name ihtll be in lew capable 

Ming ami being sued, pleading and being impleadedi an- 

ring, ami being answered ento, defending ind being de- 

led, in all courti end places, and iii all matteri and cau 

wli. : and Bball and may have a common Beal, and may 

alter ami renew ilie same at their pleasure : Provided ahcaytt 

That it the aaid physicians and surgeons shall not meet and 

iiii/.e themselves at such time and place a> aforesaid, it shall 

be lawful lor them to meet at Mich other time as a majority of 

them shall think proper, and their proceeding* shall he as 

valid as if such meeting had been at the lime before specified. 

I further enacted, That the medical societies of 

counties already incorporated, shall continue to be bodies cor- 
porate and politic, in tact and in name, by the names of the 
M ileal Society of the county where such societies have re- 
stively been formed, and by that name shall he in law 
capable of suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, 
answering ami being answered unto, defending and being de- 
led, in all courts and places, and in all matteri and cai: 
what and shall and may have a common seal, and may 

alter and renew the sa oe at their pleasure ; am. the president, 

-president, secretary, and treasurer, of such incorporated 
societies, shall hold their offices for one year, and until others 
shall be chosen in their placi 

3. And be it further enacted, That the medical society al- 
ready incorporated by the style and name of the " Medical 
ety of the Stale of .New-York," shall continue to be a body 
politic and corporate, in fact and in name, and by that name 
shall be in law capable of suing and being sued, pleading and 
being impleaded, answering and being answered unto, defend- 
ing and being defended, in all courts and places, and in all 
matters and causes whatsoever ; and shall and may have and 
use a common seal, and may change and alter the same at 



their pleasure : and that the said society shall be composed of 
one member from each of the county societies in the state, 
elected by ballot at their annual meeting, who shall meet 
together at the time and place appointed by the said society 
for that purpose ; and being met, not less than fifteen in num- 
ber, may annually elect by ballot a president, vice-president, 
secretary, and treasurer, who shall hold their offices for one 
year, and until others shall be chosen in their places. 

4. And be it further enacted, That the Medical Society of 
the State of New-York, and also the medical societies of the 
respective counties, shall and may agree upon and determine 
the times and places of their meeting ; and at any anniversary 
meeting of such society may change the day of holding their 
annual meeting to such other day in the year as may be most 
convenient ; provided, that two-thirds of the members present 
concur in voting for such change, notice of intention to move 
the same having been first given at some previous regular meet- 
ing of the society; and it is hereby made the.duty of the sec- 
retary of each of the county medical societies, to lodge in the 
office of the clerk of their respective counties, if not already 
done, a copy of all the proceedings had at their first meeting ; 
and it shall also be the duty of the secretary of the Medical 
Society of the State of New- York, in like manner, to lodge in 
the office of the secretary of this state, a copy of their proceed- 
ings, had at their first general meeting ; and the said clerks 
and secretary are hereby required to file the same in their re- 
spective offices, for which they shall each receive the sum of 
twelve and a half cents. 

5. And be it further enated, That the members now com- 
posing the Medical Society of the State of New-York, from 
each of the four great districts, shall remain divided into four 
classes ; and one class from each of said district shall go out 
of office annually. 



G. And U it fur r Tint it -hall he the duty of 

the i Medical Society of the State of New-York| 

thai whenever th< an) of die memben shall become 

<• information of die same t<» ihe respective county 
. to tin- end that such county societies ma) supply 
sucli vacancy at their nexl meed 

', 'J'hat in ca.-c there shall bfl an 
addition to the Dumber of members composing the Medical 

iety of the Slate, that in that case it shall he in the power of 
the said society, at any of their annual meetings, and as often 
as, they shall judge necessary, to alter and vary the classes in 
such manner, as that one fourth of the members from each of 
the great districts, as near a.- may he, shall annually go out of 
ofl'r 

indbe U further enacted, That if the seat of any mem- 

I Society of thi State of New-York shall Ik; 

ited, either by death, resignation, or removal from the 

COUnty, it shall he the duty of the medical mm iety of BUCh 
county, to fill sucb vacancy at their next meeting after Mich 
ocy shall happen. 

I ! be if further enacted, That the medical societies 
established as aforesaid, are hereby respectively empowered 

.amine all Btudents who shall and may present themsi I. 
for that purpose, and to give diplomas under the hand of the 
president and seal of such society, before whom such students 
shall he examined ; which diploma shall he sufficient to em- 
power the person so obtaining the same, to practise physic or 
surgery, or both, as shall he set forth in the said diploma, in 
any part of this state. 

10. And be it further enacted, That if any student who shall 
have presented himself for examination before any of the med- 



ical societies of the several counties of this state, shall think 
himself aggrieved by the decision of such society, it shall be 
lawful for such student to present himself for examination to 
the Medical Society of the State of New- York ; and if, in the 
opinion of such society, the student so applying is well qual- 
ified for the practice of physic or surgery, or both, as the case 
may be, the president of said society shall, under his hand and 
the seal of such society, give to the said applicant a diploma 
agreeably to such decision. 

11. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the several county medical societies so established 
as aforesaid, at their annual meetings, to appoint not less than 
three, nor more than five censors, to continue in office for one 
year, and until others are chosen, whose duty it shall be care- 
fully and impartially to examine all students who shall present 
themselves for that purpose, and report their opinion in writing, 
to the president of said society. 

12. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the medical societies of the respective counties in 
this state, and also the Medical Society of the State of New- 
York, to purchase and hold any estate, real and personal, for 
the use of said respective societies : Provided, such estate, as 
well real as personal, which the county societies are hereby 
respectively authorized to hold, shall not exceed the sum of 
one thousand dollars ; and that the estate, as well real as per- 
sonal, which the Medical Society of the State of New- York is 
hereby authorized to hold, shall not exceed five thousand 
dollars. 

13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
respective societies to make such by-laws and regulations rela- 
tive to the affairs, concerns, and property of said societies ; 
relative to the admission of members ; relative to such dona- 



tioa or ■ aaajority of the mtmbei 

their annual meeting, ahall think (it ami proper: Provided^ 
That such by-laws, rules and regulations, made by the 

.. be not contrary to, nor incon- 

int with, the constitution ami lawa of this Stair, or <>l" the 

[Jail S s: ami that thi- by-laws, rules, snd regulations, of 

the respective county societies, shall not be repugnant to the 

by-laws, rules, and regulations of the Medical Society of the 

■ of New-York, nor contrary to, nor inconsistent with, (ho 

:itution and laws of this State, ox of the United States. 

II. A dbe it further enacted, That the Treasurer of each 
stablished as aforesaid, shall receive and be account- 
able lor all monies that shall come into his hands by virtue of 
any of the by-laws of Mich societies, and also lor all monies 
that shall come into the hands of the President thereof, for 

the admission of members, or licensing students ; which monies 
the said President it hereby required to pay over to the said 

surer, who shall account therefor to the society, at their 
annual meetings; and no monies shall be drawn from thu 

isurer, unless such sums, and for such purposes as shall be 

•d upon by a majority of the society, at their annual ineet- 

and by a warrant for that put tied by the President 

1"). A nactedf That it shall be the duty of 

the Secretary of each of the said medical societies to provide 
a book, in which he shall make an entry of all the resolutions 
and proceedings which may be had from time to time, and 
also the name of each and every member of said society, and 
the time of his admission, and also the annual reports relative 
to the state of the treasury, and all such other things as a ma- 
jority of the society shall think proper, to which book any 
member of the society may, at any time, have recourse ; and 
the same, together with all books, papers, and records, which 
may be in the hands of the Secretary, and be the property of 
the society, shall be delivered to his successor in office. 



16. And he it further enacted, That it shall he lawful for 
each of tin said medical societies to cause to be raised and 
collected from each of the members of such society, a sum not 
exceeding three dollars in any one year, for the purpose of 
procuring a medical library and apparatus, and for the en- 
couragement of useful discoveries in chemistry, botany, and 
such other improvements as the majority of the society shall 
think proper. 

17. And be it further enacted, That any student who may 
receive a diploma from the medical society of this state, shall 
pay to the President thereof, on receiving the same, ten dol- 
lars ; and for each diploma that a student may receive from the 
medical society of any county, he shall pay to the President 
thereof, on receiving the same, five dollars. 

IS. And be it further enacted, That the medical society of 
this state may elect, by ballot, at their annual meetings, emi- 
nent and respectable physicians and surgeons, residing in any 
part of this state ; which persons so elected, shall be permanent 
members of the society, and entitled to all the privileges of the 
same : Provided, That not more than two such members shall be 
elected in any one year, and that they receive no compensation 
for their attendance from the funds of the society. 

19. And be it further enacted, That all persons who may be 
hereafter licensed to practise physic and surgery, shall deposit 
a copy of such license with the clerk of the county in which 
such practitioner may reside ; and until such license shall be 
so deposited, those practitioners who may neglect the same, 
shall be liable to the penalty of this act, in the same manner as 
if they had no such license ; and it shall be the duty of th e 
clerk to file such license in his office, for each of which he 
shall receive twelve and a half cents, and no more, from the 
practitioner who may deposite the same. 

2 



20. A ■ I'urthrr enacted, That It shall he in the pO WW 

of tin' legislature to liter, modify, or repeal ibii act, whwa 

ipedient. 

II. And he it further enacted, That if there should not be 
a sufficient number of physician- and Burgeooi in an) ol the 
counties of this state, to form themselves into a medical BOcit \) , 

agreeably to thia act. it shall be lawful for such physicians and 
surgeons to associate with the physician! and au I an 

adjoining county, for the purposea hereby contemplated. 

be It further enacted, That the State Medical So- 
ciety shall annually elect not more than twelve, nor less than 
Ml i ny three of whom shall he a (jiioimn lor the ex- 

amination of students, and they shall report their opinion in 
writing to the president of said society. 

1 furthtr enacted, That in those counties where 

the anniversary meeting! of any county medical society shall 

occur on the same day on which the court of common picas 
shall meet, it shall he lawful lor such society to alter the time 
of their anniversary meeting, to BUch a day as a majority of the 
said society pres en t may think proper. 

24. And he it further enacted, That each of the colleges of 
medicine in this state, may elect a delegate to represent their 
colleges respectively in the medical society in this state, who 
shall be entitled to all the privileges, and subject to the same 
regulations as the delegates from the county medical societies. 

•J ">. And he it further enacted, That this act shall be, and 
hereby is declared a public act. 



GENERAL REGULATIONS 



CONCERNING THE 



PRACTICE OF PHYSIC AND SURGERY OF THIS STATE. 

CONTAINED IN 

CHAPTER XIV. TITLE VII. 

OF THE REVISED STATUTES, WHICH TOOK EFFECT ON THE 

FIRST DAY OF JAN. 1828. 

WITH THE AMENDMENTS UP TO JULY 1839. 



Sect. 1. The President of every County Medical Society 
shall give notice in writing, to every physician and surgeon 
not already admitted into such society, within the county in 
which the society of which he is president is situated, requiring 
such physician or surgeon, within sixty days after the service 
of such notice, to apply for and receive a certificate of admis- 
sion, as a member of such society. 

Sect. 2. The service of every such notice shall be made 
personally on the physician or surgeon to whom it shall be di- 
rected : and if such physician or surgeon shall not, within the 
time specified in the notice, or within such further time as may 
be allowed by the president, under the regulations of the soci- 
ety, apply for a certificate of membership in such society, his 
license shall be deemed forfeited, and he shall be subject 
thereafter to all the provisions and penalties of the laws of 
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this state in relation to unlicensed physicians, until, upon ■ 
sal application, be shall be admitted ■ member oi the meoV 
society in the county in which be shall reside. 

. 3. If there shall be preferred to any county medical 
. specific charges against any member thereof, ol gross 
trance or misconduct in his profession, or of immoral con- 
duct or babiu il meeting of the Bociety to consider 

charges shall be called, of which at least ten days previous 
notice shall he given, in one or more of the newspapers printed 
in the county. 

Sect. 4. If two-thirds of the members present at such meet- 
ing shall he of opinion that the charges preferred are well 

founded, the president of the society shall without delay, de- 
liver a certified copy of the charges, and of the vote of the 
society thereon, to the district attorney of the county, and 
shall give notice of such delivery to the member accused, 
who hum that time shall he suspended from the practice of 
physic and surgery, until the determination of such charges, in 
the manner hereinafter provided. 

. •"). The district attorney to whom the charges shall be 
delivered, shall serve i copy thereof without delay, on the 

member accused, and || the same time shall give him notice of 
the time and place at which the jnd-es of the court ofcoinnion 
pleat of the comity will meet, for the purpose of hearing and 
d et e rm i nin g the same: such notice shall be served at |. 
fourteen days before the time of bearing appointed. 

. 6. The district attorney shall conduct the prosecution 
of the charges, and shall issue process to compel die attend- 
ance of such win die president of the society and the 
member accused shall sc\ orally require. 
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Sect. 7. The judges of the county court, at the time and 
place of hearing appointed, or at such other time and place as 
they shall fix, shall proceed to hear and determine the charges, 
and shall examine, on oath, the witnesses produced : if they, 
or a majority of them, shall be satisfied, from the evidence, 
that the charges are true, they shall make an order, which shall 
be valid in law, expelling the member accused from the socie- 
ty, and declaring him for ever thereafter incapable of practising 
physic and surgery within this state, or suspending him from 
such practice, for a limited period : if they shall be of opinion 
that the charges are not established, the suspension of the 
member accused shall cease, and he shall be restored to all 
his rights and privileges as a practising physician and surgeon. 

Sect. 8. No student shall be admitted to an examination by 
any medical society, until he shall have completed, with some 
physician and surgeon, duly authorized by law to practise his 
profession, the term of medical study prescribed in the follow- 
ing sections of this Title : 

Sect. 9. The regular term of the study of medical science 
shall be four years, but a deduction from such term in no case 
to exceed one year, shall be made in either of the following 
cases : 

1. If the student, after the age of sixteen, shall have pur- 
sued any of the studies usual in the colleges of this state, the 
period during which he shall have pursued such studies, shall 
be deducted. 

2. If the student, after the age of sixteen, shall have at- 
tended a complete course of all the lectures delivered in an 
incorporated medical college in this state, or elsewhere, one 
year shall be deducted. 



II 

. 10. The physician ind surgeon with whom a student 
shall commence hii studios, shall file a certificate with the pi 
dent of tin.' county medical society to which ha belonga, certi- 
fying thai such person baa so commenced his studies ; sod the 
term of study shall ho considered as commencing on the day 
on which such certificate is hied. 

S .11. If the term of study shall he intended to he lor 
than four jreara, upon either of the grounds mentioned in 

the ninth section of this Title, the president, with whom the 
certificate shall he filed, upon satisfactory proof that a deduc- 
tion ought to he allowed, shall annex to such certificate, an 
order specifying the period, not exceeding one year, which, 
according to tin 1 proof exhibited to him, ought to he deducted 
from the term of four yean, and directing that the term of study 
of the student shall he for the period that .-hall remain. 

Sect. 12. No person shall receive from the regents of the 
university a diploma, conferring tin" degree of doctor of medi- 
cine, mi! ill have pursued the study of medical science 
lor at lea-t tli . after the age of sixteen, with some phy- 
sician and surgeon, duly authorized by law to practise his pro- 
'ii. and shall also after the .-anie age, have attended two 

complete courses of all the lectures delivered in an incorpora- 
ted medical college, and have attended the last of such courses 
in the college by which he shall he recommended for his 
degree. 

L3. N i student who has attended one, or more courses 
of medical lectures, shall be admitted to an examination, by 
any medical society, except of the county in which he shall 
have pursued his medical studies for four months immediately 
preceding his attendance upon this last course of lectures ; or 
by the censors of the State Medical Society . 
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Sect. 14. No person who shall have been examined by the 
censors of any county medical society, as a candidate for the 
practice of physic and surgery, or either of them, and shall 
have been rejected on such examination, shall be admitted to 
an examination before the censors of any other county medical 
society ; but such person may appeal from the decision of the 
censors by whom he shall have been examined, to the Medical 
Society of the State. 

Sect. 15. No person who, either upon an original examina- 
tion or upon an appeal, shall have been rejected by the censors 
of the State Medical Society, shall thereafter be admitted to an 
examination before the censors of any county medical society. 

Sect. 16. No person shall practise physic or surgery, unless 
he shall have received a license or diploma for that purpose, 
from one of the incorporated medical societies in this state, or 
the degree of doctor of medicine from the regents of the 
university. 

Sect. 17. No person coming from another state or country, 
shall practise physic or surgery in this state, until he shall have 
been examined and licensed by the censors of the State Medi- 
cal Society. 

Sect. 18. No diploma granted by any authority out of this 
state, to an individual who shall have pursued his studies in any 
medical school within this state, not incorporated and organized 
under its laws, shall confer on such individual, the right of 
practising physic or surgery within this state. 

Sect. 19. Every person licensed to practise physic or sur- 
gery, or both, shall deposite a copy of such license with the 
clerk of the county where he resides, who shall file the same 
in his office ; and until such license is so deposited, such person 
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the penalties provided by law, in the 
manner aa if he had do license. 

S 20. No person under the age of twenty-one 
shall be admitted to practise physic or surgery in this state. 

. 21. The degree of doctor of medicine conferred by 

any college in this state, shall nut be a license to practise phy- 
y ; nor shall any college have, or institute a 
medical faculty, to teach tin- science of medicine, in any Other 
place than when; the charter locales the coll' 

. The provisions of the twenty-first section of title 
i), Chapter 1 1th, and first part of the Revised Statutes, shall 
not he deemed to apply to tin; diplomas conferring the de_ 

of doctor of medicine, granted by the trustees of Geneva Col- 
lege upon tin 1 recommendation of the medical faculty of said 

college, established at the place where the charter locates the 

college, and upon the recommendation of at Least three curators 

of the medical profession, appointed by the said trustees ; lint 
no person shall receive any such diploma, unless he shall ha\e 
pursued the study of medical science for at least three years 

after the age of sixteen, with some physician and snrgeon duly 

authorized hy law to practise his profession ; and shall also, 

after that age, nave attended two complete courses of all the 

lectures delivered in some incorporated medical college ; the 
1 i-t of which course shall have been delivered by the faculty 

of G College; and all the provisions of said title seven, 

which require an attendance upon the lectures delivered at an 
incorporated medical college, shall he deemed to apply to, and 
include the lectures delivered hy the medical faculty of ( rem 
College : and the diplomas granted pursuant to this act 
shall have the same force and effect as licenses to pracn 
physic and surgery, as are given by law to the licenses granted 
by any incorporated medical society in this state. 
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Sect. 23. The legislature may at any time modify, alter, 
and repeal this act. 

Laws, 1835 — Chap. 45. 

Sect. 24. Every person not authorised by law, who, for any 
fee or reward, shall practise physic or surgery within this state, 
shall be incapable of recovering by suit any debt arising from 
such practice. 

Sect. 25. Every person not authorised by law, who shall 
practise physic or surgery within this state, shall, for each of- 
fence of which he shall be duly convicted, forfeit and pay a 
sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars, to be recovered with 
costs of suit, before any justice of the peace of the county 
where such penalty shall be incurred, by any person who will 
prosecute for the same ; and the justice before whom such con- 
viction shall be had, shall pay the same to the overseers of the 
poor of the town where such conviction shall be had, for the 
use of the poor of such town or of the county poor, where the 
distinction between town and county poor shall have been 
abolished. But the provisions of this section shall not be 
deemed and taken to extend to, or debar any person from 
using or applying for the benefit of any sick person any roots, 
barks, or herbs, the growth or produce of the United States. 

Laws, 1835— Chap. 297. 

Sect. 26. The trustees of the Albany Medical College shall 
have power to grant and confer the degree of doctor of medi- 
cine, upon the recommendation of the board of professors of 
said college, and upon the recommendation of at least three 
curators of the medical profession, appointed by said trustees ; 
but no person shall receive a diploma conferring such degree 
unless he shall be of the age of twenty-one years, and shall 
have pursued the study of medical science for at least three 
years after the age of sixteen, with some physician and sur 

3 
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d duly authorised by lw to practise his profession : and 
■hall ;iho, after that age, have attended two complete cou 
of all the lectures delivered in some incorporated medical col- 

. the last i)i* which course shall bave been delivered bj the 
profl said college. In testimony of conferring ihe 

above honour, a diploma shall be provided, and signed by the 
presidem and secretary of said medical college, t<> which shall 
be affixed the corporate seal of said institution; which said 
diploma shall have the same force and effect as licenses to 
practise physic and su i by law to any incor- 

porated medical society in this state. 
Passed February 16, 1839. 



An act, authorising the establishment of a Malta// Faculty m 
the University of the City oj \ - York. 

Passed FhiutrAKY II, 1n;J7. 

The people of the State ofNew-York t represented, in Senate 

and Assembly, ilu enact as follows : 

. 1. The provisions of the twenty-first section of title 
ii, chapter fourteen, and first part of the Revised Statutes, 

shall not be deemed to apply to the diplomas conferring the 

of doctor of medicine granted by the council of the 
University of the City of .New -York, upon the recommendation 

of the medical faculty of the said university, established therein ; 
hut no person shall receive any such diploma, unless he shall 
have pursued the study of medical science, for at least three 
years after the age of sixteen, with some physician and surgeon, 
duly authorised by law to practise his Profession, and shall 
also, after that age, have attended two complete courses of all 
the lectures delivered in ,-ome incorporated medical college. 
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the last of which courses shall have been delivered by the med- 
ical faculty of the University of the city of New-York : and 
all the provisions of said title seven, which require an attend- 
ance upon the lectures delivered at an incorporated medical 
college, shall be deemed to apply to, and include the lectures 
delivered by the medical faculty of the University of the city 
of New-York; and the diplomas granted pursuant to this act, 
shall have the same force and effect as licenses to practise phy- 
sic and surgery, as are given by law to the licences granted by 
any incorporated medical society in thi3 state. 



Duties of Physicians in the city of New- York. Pari 1. Chap. 
14 of the Revised Statutes, Title 3, Act 2, concerning Public 
Health. 

Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of each practising physician in 
the city of New-York : 

1. To make a report in writing to the mayor, the board of 
health, or either of the commissioners of health, of every pa- 
tient he shall have labouring under yellow, bilious, malignant 
or other pestilential or infectious fevers, between the thirty-first 
day of May and the first day of November, in any year, and 
within twenty-four hours after he shall ascertain or suspect the 
nature of the disease. 

2. To report, if so directed by the Board of Health, every 
patient he shall have between the same days, labouring under 
fever of any description, and to state in his report the specific 
name and type of such fever. 

3. To report when required by the Board of Health, the 



h of an j of his patients who shall hare died offerer, within 
forty-eight hours after such death shall have occuiredi and 
• iu such report the specific name ami type offlich fe?( 



Extract from the law. Revised Law, Vol. 8, p, 437 t Deaths 
\ ) ■>', — Report of an act to reduce, tip. 1M3. Duties 
Physicians, and penalties for neglect. 

1. >' ■::. CCXXXIX. And he it further enacted, That when- 
ever any person shall die in the city of New-York, the physician 
or Burgeon who shall have attended such person as i physician 
or surgeon during bis or her last sickness, shall leave a note in 
writing, signed with his name, with some one of the family in 
the house where such person shall have died, specifying the 

name and apparent age of the deceased, and the disease of 
which he or she .shall have died; and every physician or sur- 
geon refusing or neglecting to make and deliver such note, 
shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars. 
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BY-LAWS. 
CHAPTER I. 

MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Arl. 1. The anniversary meeting shall be held on the 
second Monday of July in every year. 

Art. 2. The stated meetings shall be held on the second 
Monday in every second month : due notice of which shall be 
published for three days previous to the meeting, in such daily 
papers as the society shall at their anniversary meetings 
designate. 

Art. 3. Extraordinary meetings shall be called by the pre- 
sident, or, in his absence, by the vice-president, upon a written 
request being made to him, signed by thirty members, which 
shall specify the objects of such meeting ; a notice of which 
shall be published at least three days previous to the meeting 
in the papers specified in the preceding article. 

Art. 4. The society may adjourn, from day to day, their 
anniversary and stated meetings. 

Art. 5. Twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum at 
each meeting. 

Art. 6. In the absence of the president and vice president, 
the society shall elect any member as president pro tempore. 

Art. 7. Every member shall observe order and decorum in 
the society, shall pay due respect to the president and other 
officers, and to his fellows, and no member shall withdraw 
during the session, without special permission from the chair. 



CHAPTER ll. 



ouni:ii OF BUS! N ESS 



ANNIVERSARY Ml 



. 1. At each anniversary meeting, the minutes of the 

Comitia Minora, and the treasurer's report of the last year shall 
be read. 

Art. 2. The election of officers shall be held by ballot; 
and the person having the majority of all the votes, for any 
office, shall be declared duly elected. 

Art. '->. Amendments to the by-laws shall be considered, 
and accounts against the Society shall be acted on. 



STATED MEETING8. 



. 1. At each stated meeting, after the presiding officer 

shall have declared the Society formed, the minute- of the last 
meeting shall be read. 

■">. The motions and other unfinished business of the 
last meeting shall be considered. 

Art. 6. No member shall be permitted to speak a second 
time, until each member who may wish to address the meeting 
on the BUbjecl under considl ration may have had an oppor- 
tunity of doing so ; nor shall any member he allowed to speak 
than twice, on any subject, without special p< i mission. 
. 7. Communications on medical subjects may he re- 
ed, and read before the Society, by the members present* 
ing them. The presiding officer may direct the order in which 
communications shall he read. 

Art. 8, At the .stated meetings in January and May, papers 
on medical science and practice may ho read, and medical 
questions discussed, and such readings shall take precedence 
at such meetings of all other business. 



EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS. 



Art. 9. At extraordinary meetings no other business, except 
such as shall have been specified in the requisition, and in the 
published call for the meeting, shall be transacted* 



CHAPTER HI. 

PRESIDENT. 

Art. 1. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at 
all meetings of the society, and preserve order and decorum : 
he shall have power to dissolve any meeting when the same 
shall become disorderly. 

Art. 2. He shall appoint all committees, unless otherwise 
ordered by special resolution. 

Art. 3. He shall have no vote, except on questions where 
the votes are equally divided. 

Art. 4. He shall keep on file all documents and certificates 
in relation to the society, which are by law deposited with him, 
and these he shall deliver to his successor. 

Art. 5. The president shall perform all the duties prescribed 
by the laws of the State, and the by-laws and resolutions of 
this society. 



CHAPTER IV. 

VICE PRESIDENT. 



The vice president, in the absence of the president, shall 
perform the duties of the president. 



CHAPTEH \. 

Art. 1. It shall br the duty of (lie CttkBOTt M examine every 

student wbo may apply lor thai purpose, prot ided such student 
present to them satisfactory testimonials, thai be has studied 
physic and surgery for the tiroe, and in the manner prescribed 

by the laws of this State : and if OB examination they find liiin 
qualified to practise physic and , they shall give a cer- 

tificate thereof in wrriting to tlic president of the society. 

. 8. The examinations Bhall be beld at the regular meet- 
ion of the Comitia Minora, on the Wednesday preceatm^ 
each stated meeting, or at i special meeting called by the 
president for that purp< 



CHAPTER \ I. 

TREASURER. 

. I . I. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to put all the 

moneys of the BOCiety into one fund, to he appropriated to the 

payment of current expenses, and for such other purposes as 
the society may at its anniversary meetings direct. 

•-'. He -hall pay, by order of the president, all bills 

duly audited by the finance committee. 

Art. 'A. At every anniversary meeting he shall give a de- 
tailed statement of his receipts and disbursements, did) audited 
and signed by the finance committee. 



CHAPTEH VII. 

RETARY. 

Art. 1. The secretary shall perform the duties directed by 



the laws of this State, and the by-laws and resolutions of the 
society. 

Art. 2. He shall publish, at least once in each year, in one or 
more newspapers of this city, a list of the members of this so- 
ciety, together with the first and second sections of Title 7, 
Chap. 14, Revised Statutes 1836, entitled Public Health. 

Art. 3. It shall be the duty of the secretary to notify each 
person proposed as a member of this society, that he has been 
so proposed, and to transmit him a copy of the first and fourth 
articles of the 12th chapter of the by-laws. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

Art. 1. At each anniversary meeting a corresponding sec- 
retary shall be elected by ballot. 

Art. 2. He shall conduct the correspondence of the society, 
under the direction of the Comitia Minora. He shall retain 
copies of all letters written by him in behalf of the society, and 
preserve and file all letters and communications received by 
him in his official capacity, and shall report the same at each 
stated meeting. 

Art. 3. He shall obey all orders and resolutions appertain- 
ing to the duties of his office. 

Art. 4. In cases of absence or sickness, the secretaries shall 
reciprocally perform each other's duties. 



CHAPTER IX. 

DELEGATE. 



The delegate shall perform the duties prescribed by the laws 
of this State, and the by-laws and resolutions of the society. 



CHAPTER V 

riA M [NORA. 

1. The president and other officers shall constitute the 
Comitia Minora. 

A ... i i lilia Minora shall meet on the Wedm 
preceding each anniversary and stated meetin . 

Art. 3. The president may call an extraordinary meeting 
of the Comitia Minora whenever In- shall deem it necessary. 

Art. 1. The president or vice-president, together with three 
censors, shall constitute a quorum lor the examination <>t can- 
didates lor license — hut any lour members may constitute 
quorum for the transaction of other busini 

.1 . 5. The journal of the proceedings of the Comitia Mi- 
nora shall be kept by the secretary, and read at each anniversary 
ther with the names of the attending and absent 
members : and if it shall appear that an) member has been 
nt from three ineetiugs in succession, without having as- 
factorv reason, he shall be ineligible to office for 
the year ensu 

\11 communications, memoirs, or essays on medical 
subjects, after having been read and accepted bj tin: Medical 

Society. ma\ he submitted to the Comitia Minora for their 

subsequent examination, by whom they may he ordered to he 
published. 

ilia Minora shall I uch dutii 

shall he prescribed by the society. 

Art. S. The Comitia Minora may make rides and regula- 
tions for their government, not inconsistent with the charter or 
by-laws of the corporation. 

Art. 9. It shall he the duty of the Comitia Minora to take 

uzance of breaches of the precepts of medical ethics which 

shaH he laid hefore them, and they may report the result of 

their proceedings thereon to thi . if they think proper* 



CHArTER XT. 

PERMANENT COMMITTEES. 

Art. 1. The following permanent committees shall be ap- 
pointed by the president, at the anniversary meeting, viz : the 
library committee, committee of intelligence, meteorological 
committee, committee on diseases, finance committee, and a 
ward committee for each ward in the city. 

Art. 2. The library committee shall, from time to time, 
purchase such books as may be ordered by the society. 

Art. 3. The library committee shall have power, with the 
consent of the society, to make such rides and regulations as 
shall be thought most conducive to the welfare of the library. 

Art. 4. The committee of intelligence shall collect and re- 
port to this society, recent medical facts and intelligence. 

Art. 5. Any member of this committee may report verbally 
such articles of intelligence as he may acquire. 

Art. G. This committee shall keep a book in which they 
shall record all information given to the society. 

Art. 7. This committee shall take charge of all models and 
instruments (with the exception of the meteoidogical appara- 
tus) belonging to this society. 

Art. 8. The meteorological committee shall keep, or cause 
to be kept, ;i regular series of observations, noticing the tem- 
perature and currents of air, the variations in the barometer, 
the quantity of rain fallen, the progress of vegetation, and all 
other circumstances connected with the climate, which may 
have an influence on our diseases ; the instruments and appa- 
ratus for which they may procure at the expense of the society. 

Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the committee on diseases, 
to investigate the character, causes, and progress of diseases 
as they may prevail, with the best means for their prevention 
and cure, and keep a record of the same. 

Art. 10. It shall be the duty of the preceding committees 



{o report whenever ordered b) I ords ol their 

proceediog*, with such observations as they may think proper. 

.///. II. The finance committee shall audit the treasurer's 

unit, and also all other accounts that in;i\ be presented to 
ihe society for payment; and they shall also devise ways -uul 
means to raise funds when accessary, to meet the expenditures 
of the society, and report their proceedings at each annivi n 

Art. 1:2. The ward committees shall give to the president 
the names of such practising physicians and surj are 

practising in their respective wards, who are not members o( 
the society, and have not been already notified by him. 



CHAPTEB Ml. 

admission of MEMBERS. 

Art. 1. When any physician or surgeon applies for admis- 
sion into this society, the document- and testimonials relative 
lo his professional qualifications shall he placed in the hands of 
the secretary, who shall lay them before the Comitia Minora: 
whose duty it shall he to examine the same, and if they approve 

thereof they shall grant him a certificate of membership. 

Art. 2, No person, coming from another state or country, 
claiming die right to practise physic or surgery, shall be ad- 
mitted | member of this society by the Comitia Minora, unless 
he shall have been examined and licensed by the censors of the 
State Medical Society, agreeably to section 2. of the law of 
l 336, amending Title 7, Chap. 14, of Ret ised Statu* 

. '.). livery member shall sign the by-laws, and designate 
the state or country of his birth, and the medical rank or station 
held by him at or previous to his admission. 

Art. 4. Every candidate, before signing the by-laws and 
receiving his certificate of membership, shall be required by 
the secretary to present the treasurer's receipt for his initiation 
fee often dollars, which shall be appropriated to the use of the 



Jl 

society ; whereupon the secretary shall present him with a copy 
of the by-laws. 

Art. 5. No person shall he considered a memher of this so- 
ciety till he has complied with the preceding article. 

Art. 6. Every member shall observe the code of medical 
ethics adopted by this society, and be answerable to the Comi- 
tia Minora, for breaches of the same. 

Art. 7. The following shall be the form of certificate of 
membership. 

These are to certify, that is a member of the 

Medical Society of the county of New-York, incorporated in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and six. 

In testimony whereof, we have affixed our hands 

l. s. and the seal of the society, this day 

of 18... 

President. 
Secretary. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

CONTRIBUTIONS AND ARREARS. 

Art. 1. The society at the anniversary meeting, may estab- 
lish such contribution as shall meet the yearly expenses. 

Art. 2. The treasurer shall, from lime to time, at the cost 
of the society, employ a person to collect the arrears of each 
member, by due course of law. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Art. 1. Any member may propose a candidate as an hono- 
rary member ; the medical rank or station held by him shall be 
furnished in writing by the proposer, at or previous to the time 
of such proposal ; the person so proposed shall be balloted for 
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at i subsequent meeting. A majority of votes shall constitute 
liitu an honorary meml 

I members shall be an- 
nually ele 

riia bonorar) members may take part in debate, 
hut shall not be entitled to \ ote. 

. I. The ( fovernor and Chancellor ofthe State, and the 
Mayor of the city of New-York, for the time being, shall be, «*■ 
officio, honorary membi 

The following shall be ihe form ofthe diploma for honorary 
mem' 

lot Medica Civitalii Novi Eboraei atque Comitatu* Omnibus 
//as litems perlecturit. 
M : 

Virum probum et ornatissimum, I >. I >., 

A. B.i Quern lama promit, scientiarum 

medicine et chirurgic cultorem, liberalium honoribus artinm 
provectum, Placuil nobis Praesidi, caeterisq : Sociis hujusce 
Comitatua Coocil : .Mod: Facultatis Socium constituere Ho- 
norarium ; atque auctoritatera ei donare, privilegia et immuni- 
tates ad nostrates Mediceq : Facultatus quae pertinent ; ubiq : 
\ua i i bonore amplectenduro. 
In quorum Gdem, hoe liters, pro Emerito Socio 1). D. 
A. B. manibus, sigilloq. Archiatrum munitse luben- 
i.. s. tissime mandantur. Medicis iEdibus Novi-Eboraci, 

A. J). I- Apr: Kalrnd : 

Prtu, 

Scr. 



CHAPTER XV. 

LICENTIAl I 



.1 '. 1. AM applicants for a license to practise physic and 
surgery, who shall be approved of by the censors, shall by them 

be recommended to the president for licet 



u 

Art. 2. Every candidate for license, on presenting himself 
for examination, shall pay to the treasurer, for the benefit of 
the society, the sum of ten dollars ; and if after examination he 
be recommended by the censors, he shall receive from the 
president and secretary, a diploma under the seal of the so- 
ciety, admitting him to practise physic and surgery. 

Art. 3. Every person admitted to the practice of physic 
and surgery shall sign the following declaration : viz. 

I, A. B., do solemnly declare, that I will honestly, virtuous- 
ly, and chastely conduct myself in the practice of physic and 
surgery : and that I will, with fidelity and honour, do every 
thing in my power for the benefit of tbe sick committed to my 
charge. 

This declaration, su signed, shall be preserved amongst the 
archives of the society. 

Art. 4. Every person admitted to the practice of physic and 
surgery, shall receive the following diploma : viz. 

Omnibus ad quos ha literce pervenerent. 

SALUTEM. 

Nos, Societatis Medicae Comitatus Novi Eboraci, Praeses, 
Caeterique Socii, hoc scripto testatum volumus, [here insert 
the name and country of the candidate,] Artis medicae et chi- 
rur^icae sub viris in medicina peritis, tempore praestituto, se 
studio incubuisse, et in hisce studiis progressum, luculento tes- 
timonio, nobis probasse et commendasse. Quocirca, ex auc- 
toritate nobis commissa, medicinae et artis chirurgicae, in hac 
civitate exercendae, ei potestatum, cum omnibus privilegiis ad 
has artes pertinentibus, concedimus. 

In quorum testimonium hocce diploma, sigillo nostro 
munitum, donavimus. Datum Novi-Eboraci die 
A. D. Millesimo octingentesimo. 

Prases. 

a Seer Mi*. 
5 
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Art. 6. Kvery person ncetffalg a diploma of license, shall 
be notified hy the secretary, tlial he must depositee COpy oi 
the same with the clerk of the county in uhich lit" mtj rnidt, 

and that until this bi done, be i> ■ubjtcl to penalty as u ill. 

practitioner. 

Art. 7. Kverv penOD admitted to the practice of phyek and 
surgery by this society, .-hall pay to the president live dollars, 
and be presented with a copy of the by-laws. 
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